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Trump’s vulgar immigration 
comment alarms lawmakers 


President disparages Haiti, El Salvador and Africa 


BY JOSH DAWSEY 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
grew frustrated with lawmakers 
Thursday in the Oval Office 
when they floated restoring 
protections for immigrants from 


Haiti, El Salvador and African 
countries as part of a bipartisan 
immigration deal, according to 
several people briefed on the 
meeting. 

“Why are we having all these 
people from shithole countries 
come here?” Trump said, ac- 
cording to these people, re- 
ferring to countries mentioned 


by the lawmakers. 

Trump then suggested the 
United States should instead 
bring more people from coun- 
tries like Norway, whose prime 
minister he met with Wednes- 
day. The president, according to 
a White House official, also 
suggested he would be open to 
more immigrants from Asian 


EVAN VUCCI AP 


President Donald Trump 
objected to an immigration deal. 


countries because they help the 
United States economically. 

In addition, the president 
singled out Haiti, telling law- 
makers that immigrants from 
that country must be left out of 
any deal, these people said. 

“Why do we need more Hai- 
tians?” Trump said, according 
to people familiar with the 
meeting. “Take them out.” 

The comments left lawmakers 
taken aback, according to peo- 
ple familiar with their reactions. 
Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
and Richard Durbin, D-Ill., had 
proposed cutting the visa lottery 
program by 50 percent and then 
prioritizing countries already in 
the system, a White House 
official said. 


SEE DACA MEETING, 2A 
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Bill Asher walks through mud Thursday in his home damaged by storms and mudslides in Montecito. Rescue workers slogged through 
knee-deep ooze and used long poles to probe for bodies Thursday as the search dragged on for victims in the wealthy coastal town. 


Montecito mudslides struck 
as emergency cellphone alerts 
warned of imminent danger 


BY MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 


any Californians in 
the area hit hardest 
by this week’s dead- 
ly mudslides did not 
heed warnings for hours and 
days by emergency officials 
encouraging them to evacuate 
their homes - and then received 
cellphone alerts of imminent 
slides when the massive streams 
of debris already were heading 
toward them or already had hit 


Wireless emergency alerts are 
cellphone messages sent to 
everyone in a region, similar to 
the Amber alerts that are sent to 
cellphone users in specific areas 
when authorities are trying to 
find missing children. 

The alert sent by Santa Barba- 
ra County officials to all those 
in mandatory and voluntary 
evacuation areas went out 
around 3:50 a.m. Tuesday be- 
cause of deteriorating condi- 
tions, Rob Lewin, the county’s 
emergency management direc- 
tor said Thursday. It followed a 


© wore insive 


Search crews hold out little hope of finding 
more survivors in the mud. 7A 


the National Weather Service, 
he said. 

The first slides tore through 
Montecito around 3:30 a.m. and 
then continued after the county 
cellphone alerts went out, de- 
stroying or damaging 400 
homes and killing at least 17 
people. The vast majority of 
those homes fell under areas 
that had already been desig- 
nated by authorities as under 


uation orders. 

The warnings for the resi- 
dents to leave had been issued 
for days before the mudslides 
through social media, news 
media and community informa- 
tion emails about the potential 
for mudflows from the huge 
wildfire scar in the hills above 
neighborhoods. 

“We sent out many, many, 
many alerts,” Lewin said. 

Another emergency manage- 
ment official told the Los An- 
geles Times that county officials 
decided not to use the its push 
alert system to cellphones earli- 
er out of concern that it might 
not be taken seriously. 

“If you tell everyone to get 
out, everyone get out, the next 
time people won’t listen,” emer- 
gency manager Jeff Gater told 
the Times. “If you cry wolf, 
people stop listening.” 

Recent deadly natural disas- 


Spotted 
owls dying 
from pot 
farms’ rat 
poison 


BY RYAN SABALOW 
AND DALE KASLER 


rsabalow@sacbee.com 


The economy in rural 
Northern California was crip- 
pled in the 1990s when a fed- 
eral judge shut down logging 
in old growth forests to protect 
the northern spotted owl. 

Now, researchers worry that 
the underground marijuana 
industry that sprang up in 
timber country 
after the col- 
lapse is contrib- 
uting to the 
owl’s ongoing 
demise. 

A study re- 
leased Thurs- 
day by UC 
Davis with the 
California 
Academy of 
Sciences says an alarming 
number of spotted owls are 
being found dead with illegal 
rodent poison in their systems 
- poison that researchers say is 
being set out by clandestine 
marijuana growers protecting 
their lucrative crop from rats 
and other pests. The owls eat 
the rodents poisoned by the 
powerful toxin that causes 
massive internal bleeding. 

The study published in the 
journal “Avian Conservation 


A northern 
spotted owl 


SEE SPOTTED OWLS, 7A 
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BIG CHANGE 
FOR MEDICAID 


States will now be 
allowed to impose work 
requirements for 
Medicaid recipients, a 


their neighborhoods. cellphone alert that was sent by mandatory or voluntary evac- SEE MUDALERT, 7A | major shift in policy. 4A 
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FREE EVENT TUESDAY FOR TYPE 2 DIABETICS! 


‘Living Free from Diabetes" January 16 at 6:00 pm at Hilton Garden Inn in Folsom 
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